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models of such institutions in a fit condition to do their full work.
As Sir Raymond West more than once pointed out, out present
schools and colleges are grossly insufficiently equipped and grossly
insufficiently provided.with necessary appliances and materials. I
appreciate as well as any other person the importance of elevating
educational ideals, but this object can be secured, without impair-
ing the popular basis, by providing well-equipped and well-
supplied models. Whatever there is unsatisfactory in the turn-out
of our University system is mainly due to the default of Govern-
ment in this respect
It is a matter for infinite regret that so vital a problem as that of
higher education should have been made the play-ground of factions,
aod should have been fought as an issue between officialdom, on the
one hand, and the popular party, on the other. It was pre-eminently
a question on which the combined wisdom of the Government and
the educated classes ought to have been brought to bear for its right
solution.. Mr. Lovat Fraser has said that the problem, whether it is
approached by Englishmen or Indians, invariably "stimulates pro-
lixity, tends to the development of the most dogmatic opinions,
develops bitterness in the most unexpected quarters, and frequently
ends by becoming enveloped in a curious vagueness of thought."
This is but a partial and somewhat misleading statement of the case.
The real reason why the question of education has hitherto defied a
solution lies in the fact that the interests of true learning have often
been relegated to the background, and political considerations have
been almost systematically allowed to dominate and vitiate the out-
look and preclude the possibility of a fair and dispassionate con-
sideration of a problem more intimately bound up, than any other
we know of, with the progress and development of the country.